9/10/13 That Rumored 12-Megapixel iPhone? Jim Campbell's London Art Installation Outperforms With Just 1000 Pixels. - Forbes

12 Stocks to Sell NOW Login | Signup | Connect F | Help

™ Jonathon Keats, Contributor
I comment on art exhibitions around the world. MOSt Read on Forbes

Follow (23)

People Places Companies

+6 posts this hour America's Next Decade Top-Earning Tennis Firing Steve Jobs

11ldl INU111VU1ICU 1271VICSAPIALCL T e

iPhone? Jim Campbell's London  owersumpe w0070
Art Installation Outperforms Crels Thisatens To Disrupt oo

. . Climate Conference Agenda +65,911 views
With Just 1000 Pixels.

Comment Now Follow Comments

John Sculley Just Gave His Most
Detailed Account Ever Of How Steve
Jobs Got Fired From Apple +53,165 views

20 Things 20-Year-Olds Don't Get
+51,184 views

+ show more

™ Jonathon Keats
Contributor
Follow (23)

I am a critic and artist based in the United States
and Europe. I've been the visual arts critic for
San Francisco Magazine since 1998, and have
contributed criticism to publications including
Art & Antiques, Art + Auction, Art in America

+ show more

The authoris a Forbes contributor. The opinions
expressed are those of the writer.

From most angles, it looks like a bunch of lights flickering at random. But
stand in just the right spot, and you’ll perceive moving bodies. Jim Campbell’s
installation for Light Show — a new exhibition at the Hayward Galler
London - is a powerful antidote to the high-tech obsession with per
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the endless competition to pack more megapixels into a smaller scre Has LinkedIn Crossed An Ethical Line?

sensor. It also provides fresh insight into human vision.

For the past couple decades, Campbell has applied his training in en, >

to a question that would bewilder the typical engineer: What’s the m

resolution of a recognizable moving image? Comprised of approximately 1000 Yhhaﬁﬁj‘;ﬁiy}gisjr:;s \ir;lSOlympic Gold More
hanging lights, Exploded View (Commuters) — illustrated above — shows that '

you need surprisingly few. In fact, the sense of presence is heightened as the MORE FROM JONATHON KEATS
resolution decreases. Researchers sometimes speak of an “uncanny valley”

effect when computer animations get to be uncomfortably lifelike. Campbell

has found a whole new gully in the uncanny landscape.

One explanation for the haunting effect may be that his shadowy image
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resembles peripheral vision, entering into our
awareness from around the bend. Equally
significant, though, is the physicality of his
installation: the fact that the moving figures become
visible and disappear again as you move around the
room. In other words, your relationship to these
images is lifelike, an embodied vision. It’s just the
liveliness you're liable to miss if you see the world
through your iPhone screen.

If You Think

'Breaking Bad' Is [Photo Caption: Exploded View (Commuters), 2011,
Edgy, You by Jim Campbell. Courtesy Bryce Wolkowitz
Obviously Haven't  Gallery, New York and studio of Jim Campbell. ©
Seen Nam June Jim Campbell. Photo: Linda Nylind.]
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